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Purpose
The Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind is committed to providing students with access to high-quality, age-appropriate instructional and library materials that support literacy, academic achievement, independent learning, and diverse educational needs. The Library Media Center seeks to provide materials representing a broad range of viewpoints and experiences while complying with all applicable federal and state laws.
This policy establishes a process for reviewing concerns regarding library materials and ensures that challenges are handled in a fair, consistent, and educationally appropriate manner.

Definitions
Library Material shall include any physical book, audiobook, magazine, periodical, instructional resource, graphic novel, or other printed material housed within the ASDB Library Media Center.
Complainant shall mean:
· A parent or legal guardian of a currently enrolled ASDB student;
· An ARDB employee; or
· Any individual authorized under applicable Arkansas law to submit a library materials challenge.

Selection of Library Materials
Library materials shall be selected by the licensed Library Media Specialist in collaboration with school administrators and instructional staff when appropriate.
Selection decisions shall be based on:
· Educational relevance;
· Curriculum alignment;
· Student interests and developmental appropriateness;
· Accessibility for students who are deaf, hard of hearing, blind, visually impaired, deafblind, or have additional disabilities;
· Literary, artistic, historical, or scientific merit;
· Accuracy and reliability of information;
· Professional reviews and recommendations.
Professional selection sources may include:
· School Library Journal
· Booklist
· Kirkus Reviews
· Horn Book
· Publisher's Weekly
· Follett 
· American Library Association recommendations
· Other professionally recognized review sources
No material shall be excluded solely because of the origin, background, viewpoint, or opinions expressed by its author.

Weeding and Collection Maintenance
The Library Media Specialist shall regularly evaluate the collection using accepted library practices, including the CREW Method or similar professional guidelines.
Materials may be removed or replaced due to:
· Physical condition;
· Outdated or inaccurate information;
· Lack of relevance to curriculum and student needs;
· Low circulation and use;
· Replacement by more current resources.
Removal through routine weeding shall not be considered censorship.

Informal Review Process
Step 1: Initial Concern
A person expressing concern regarding a library material shall first contact the school principal or Library Media Specialist.
Step 2: Discussion
The Library Media Specialist shall:
· Meet with the individual, when appropriate;
· Explain the selection criteria and educational purpose of the material;
· Provide a copy of this policy and the Request for Reconsideration Form.
Step 3: Resolution
If the concern is resolved through discussion, no further action shall be required.

Formal Challenge Process
Submission of Challenge
If the individual wishes to proceed with a formal challenge, he or she must complete the Request for Reconsideration of Library Material Form.
The form shall:
· Be completed in its entirety;
· Identify the specific material being challenged;
· Describe the concerns regarding the material;
· Indicate whether the individual has reviewed the material in its entirety.
Challenge forms must be submitted to the school principal within ten (10) school days of receiving the form.
Failure to submit the completed form within ten (10) school days shall result in closure of the matter.

Review Committee
Upon receipt of a completed challenge form, the Superintendent or designee shall appoint a Library Material Review Committee consisting of:
· One administrator (chairperson);
· One Library Media Specialist;
· One teacher;
· One related service provider or educational specialist;
· One parent representative, when available.
For materials specifically serving students with visual impairments, deafblindness, hearing impairments, or multiple disabilities, appropriate specialists may be added to the committee.

Review Process
The committee shall:
1. Read, view, or review the material in its entirety.
2. Consider the material as a whole rather than isolated passages.
3. Review professional evaluations and reviews.
4. Examine the educational purpose and intended audience.
5. Consider student accessibility needs.
6. Evaluate compliance with Arkansas law and district policy.
The committee may consider:
· Literary merit;
· Artistic merit;
· Scientific value;
· Historical significance;
· Educational relevance;
· Age and developmental appropriateness.

Status of Challenged Materials During Review
Unless otherwise required by Arkansas law, a challenged material shall remain available during the review process until a final determination has been made.
If a challenge alleges material that may be considered unlawful or harmful to minors under Arkansas law, ASDB administration may consult legal counsel and implement temporary access restrictions pending review.

Committee Recommendation
Within twenty (20) school days of convening, the committee shall provide a written recommendation to the Superintendent.
Recommendations may include:
1. Retain the material without restriction.
2. Retain the material with age or grade-level guidance.
3. Relocate the material to another collection.
4. Restrict access as permitted or required by law.
5. Remove the material.
The recommendation shall include written findings supporting the decision.

Superintendent Review
The Superintendent shall review the committee's recommendation and issue a written decision within ten (10) school days.
The decision shall be provided to the complainant and maintained in district records.

Appeal Process
The complainant may appeal the Superintendent's decision in writing to the ASDB Board of Trustees within ten (10) school days.
The Board may:
· Review the record;
· Seek legal counsel;
· Conduct a hearing if deemed necessary.
The Board's decision shall constitute the final district-level determination.
All actions shall be consistent with applicable Arkansas statutes, regulations, and legal requirements governing challenged library materials.arkansasadvocate+1

Frequency of Challenges
A material that has completed the reconsideration process shall not be reconsidered again for a period of three (3) years unless:
· Substantial new information becomes available;
· State law changes;
· The Board directs an additional review.

Accessibility Statement
Because ARDB serves students with sensory disabilities and diverse learning needs, all challenged materials and review procedures shall be made available in accessible formats, including:
· Braille
· Large print
· Accessible digital formats
· Captioned or interpreted formats when appropriate
The review committee shall consider accessibility and educational necessity when making recommendations.

Legal Compliance
This policy shall be interpreted and implemented in accordance with:
· Arkansas Code Annotated;
· Act 372 and subsequent amendments;
· Arkansas Department of Education regulations;
· Arkansas School for the Deaf and Blind policies and procedures;
· Applicable federal constitutional and disability rights requirements.arkansasadvocate
This policy is intended to balance students' educational needs, parental concerns, professional educational judgment, accessibility requirements, and compliance with Arkansas law.
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